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Introduction
College Readiness StandardsTM and the EPAS® System

ACT’s Educational Planning and Assessment System (EPAS) is an integrated
series of assessment and career planning programs—EXPLORE® (grades 8 and
9), PLAN® (grade 10), and the ACT® (grades 11 and 12)—designed to help
students increase their academic readiness for college. Specifically, each program
measures student achievement in English, mathematics, reading, and science.
(The ACT also includes an optional Writing Test.) EPAS, a curriculum- and
standards-based system, is ideal for connecting teaching, learning, and
assessment to impact student growth from grade 8 through 12.

At the foundation of the EPAS programs are ACT’s College Readiness Standards.
The Standards offer learning strategies that are likely to help students meet state
standards and acquire the more advanced concepts associated with higher EPAS
test scores and, more importantly, increased college readiness.

What Are ACT’s College Readiness Standards?

College Readiness Standards are detailed, research-based descriptions of the
skills and knowledge associated with what students are likely to know and to be
able to do based on their EXPLORE, PLAN, and/or ACT test scores. For each
content area—English, mathematics, reading, and science—Standards are
provided for six score ranges along a scale common to EXPLORE (1–25), PLAN
(1–32), and the ACT (1–36). Standards for the optional ACT Writing Test have also
been developed, although on a different score scale (2–12). The Standards are
organized by strands—the column headings at the top of the page.

The common score scale ensures that skills associated with each score range are
identical regardless of the test used to obtain the score. As the tests increase in
complexity from EXPLORE to PLAN to the ACT, the Standards ranges reflect this.
Therefore, Standards for the 28–32 score range are specific to PLAN and the
ACT, while those for the 33–36 score range are specific to the ACT only.

Since the EPAS programs measure students’ progressive academic development,
the Standards are cumulative. That is, a student scoring in the 24–27 score range
is likely able to demonstrate the skills associated with the 13–15, 16–19, and
20–23 score ranges as well. This enables EPAS to provide seamless data
describing student achievement over time from grade 8 through 12.

What do EXPLORE,
PLAN, and ACT
scores tell me about
what my students
know?
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Why Are College Readiness Standards Needed?

The Standards were developed in response to the need for better information
about student achievement and to answer the often-asked question, What does a
given score on EXPLORE, PLAN, or the ACT really mean? The Standards serve as
a direct link between what students have learned, what they are ready to learn
next, and what they must learn before leaving high school in order to be prepared
for college. The Standards are an effective tool for enhancing student learning
based on test scores that students earn. The Standards are complemented by
ideas for progress—brief descriptions of learning experiences from which students
might benefit.

What Are ACT’s College Readiness Benchmark Scores?

While the College Readiness Standards describe the skills students likely have
based on their EPAS test scores, ACT’s College Readiness Benchmark Scores,
given in the table below, are early indicators of likely college success based on
those same scores. College Readiness Benchmark Scores for the ACT represent
median test scores that are predictive of student success* in relevant college
courses. The EXPLORE and PLAN Benchmark Scores are indicative of probable
readiness for college-level work by the time the student graduates from high
school. Used together, the Standards and the Benchmark Scores provide an
effective means for communicating college readiness expectations to middle and
high schools and for measuring progress toward them.

The Common Core State Standards and College and Career Readiness

ACT has long defined college and career readiness as the acquisition of the
knowledge and skills a student needs to enroll and succeed in credit-bearing,
first-year courses at a postsecondary institution (such as a two- or four-year
college, trade school, or technical school) without the need for remediation. ACT’s
definition of college and career readiness was adopted by the Common Core
State Standards Initiative and provides a unifying goal upon which educators and
policymakers must now act.

ACT played a leading role in the development of the Common Core State
Standards. Not only did the initiative draw on ACT’s longitudinal research
identifying the knowledge and skills essential for success in postsecondary
education and workforce training, but ACT’s College Readiness Standards were
also among the resources used in the creation of the Common Core State
Standards.

  
   

 

    

    

    

    

 

*Success is defined 
as a 50% or higher
probability of earning a
B or higher in the
corresponding college
course or courses.








                 
     

 



 



 



 



 





 


 



 




 


 


  





 
 

 




 




 



  



 



 


 



 


 


 





 


 


 



 


 



 




 



 


 



 


 

 






















COLLEGE READINESS STANDARDS
ENGLISH





 


 


 
  

 


  

 


 



 





 



 


 


 



 



 


 




 



 






 

    
 

 



 



 




 



 




 





 


 







  





 
 

  



 



  





 



 




 






 



 





 




  


 




 



 



 






 



 



 




 



 




 




 



 


 




 



 


 




 


ENGLISH
(continued)



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







COLLEGE READINESS STANDARDS





 



 



 



 


 


  

 




 



 



  





 


 





 


 


 




 






 



 


 


 





  
   

 


 









  





 
 

 








 





 





 



 



 







 




 






 



 



 



 



 




 







 















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

  

 





 




 
  
 

 




 


 




 


 



 



 


 




 


 






 




 



 









 




















 

 


 



 


 


 


 



    
   
   


      
  
     
   
 

   
   
  

   
    
     
   

     
  

    
   
  

 



 


 



 




 





 





COLLEGE READINESS STANDARDS
MATHEMATICS





 




 




 













  

  




 




 


  

 
    
 


 






 � 

 




 




 




 




 





 












 




 




















 

 






 


 



 

 


 



 


  

 



 



 


 



 


 



 







 







 


 



 



 


 


    
  
    
  
   
 

 



 




 


 



 





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

 




 



 





 




  
  
 

  
  

 




 



 
  

    
 

   
    


   


 











  
  
  
 

    
 

   


  



   

 






 





 





 



 




 


     
   
 

   
  
   
  
   

 





 



 



 




 





    
  
   


   
  
  

  
  
  
 

 








   
 








  








 




 








 

 



 


 


 

 


 

 

 

 


 


 


 


 


 




 





 







COLLEGE READINESS STANDARDSMATHEMATICS
(continued)












  

 






 



    
  


   
   
 


  



 



 


 


 







 



 



 



 









  



 


 




 




 





 



 


 


 




 





 





 




 




    
 
 
  
  
 








 



 








 

 


 



 


 

 

 


 





 




 









 


 



 


 




 


 


 


  


 

 



 




COLLEGE READINESS STANDARDSMATHEMATICS
(continued)












  

 


  



 



 

 





 






 







 


 




 



 


 


 


 








 


 
 



 


 



 




 





    
    
  
  
 

 






 




  



  

 




 




 





 




 


   
    

   
  
 
 
 
  
 

   
  
   

 



 




   
   
  

  
  
  


   
 


   
 
  






















 

 



 


 



 



 




 


 


 


 



 


 


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











 








 



















 



 



 





 



 




 



 

 



 



 




 




 




 




 



 




 



 



 



 



 


 



 





 








 










































 

  




 




 


 


 




 


 



  



 



 



 


 



 


 



 



 



 




 




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




 


  



  


 


 



 




 


 



 

 




 



 




 



 




 




 


 


 



 



 



 


 



 


 



  



 



 





 



 



 




 










 




 

  



  



 


 




 



 



 


 





 



 



 


 




 



 


 


 



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


  

 




 




 





 




 



 




 




 





 




 



 


 



  



 



  


 




 



 




 






















 

  


 


 



 


 




 


  


 


 




 


 






COLLEGE READINESS STANDARDSREADING
(continued)








 


 



 



 

 





 





 


 




 




 



 


 



 



 




 





 




 





 










                 
     










 



 






  




 



 



 



 



 


 




 



 



 






 






 


 



 

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




      
    


   


      
  

      
    
     
  



 



 




 



 


 



 



 


  


  



 




  


 




 


 



 


 


 



 




 



 





 


 



 








 



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




     
    
  
      
  

     
   

     
    

      
    
    
   

      
  
  

    
   




 

 




  



 


 



 


 



 



 




 




  



  


 



 




 


  


 




 



 


 




 




 




 



 





 



 



 



 


 



 


 





















COLLEGE READINESS STANDARDSSCIENCE
(continued)





     
    


    
   


 

 

 


 



  




 




 








 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




  

 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 






COLLEGE READINESS STANDARDSSCIENCE
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

 

   

 





 



 



 





 



 




 


 



 


 
 



 



 




 


 




 



 



 


 




 






 





 














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
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





 

 


 

 


 

 


 

 


 

 



 

 

 


 

 
 

 

 


 


 


 


 



 




 




 




 


 




 



 



 



 





 





 








 



 



 


 





 




 



 



 


 



 




 



 


 




   

 





 





 



 










  





 


 





 





 







COLLEGE READINESS STANDARDS



ACT
WRITING
TEST

(continued)








 



 


 


 

 



 

 

 


 


 


 

 



 



 


 


 

 



 

 


 


 

 


 

 


 


 


 


 



 


 


 

 








 




 






 




 






 



 


 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 




 



 



   

 






 



 



 




 



 








  




 



 




 







ACT
WRITING
TEST

(continued)






COLLEGE READINESS STANDARDS





 


 


 

 

 


 

 


 


 


 

 

 


 


 


 


 


 

 



 

 


 


 

 


 









ACT Offices

   



  


 

 

 
 

 


500 ACT Drive
P.O. Box 168
Iowa City, IA 52243-0168
319/337-1000



(AK, AZ, CA, HI, ID, NV, OR, WA)

Sacramento Office
2880 Sunrise Boulevard 
Suite 214
Rancho Cordova, CA 95742-6103
916/631-9200



(CO, KS, MT, ND, NE, SD, UT, WY)

Denver Office
3131 South Vaughn Way
Suite 218
Aurora, CO 80014-3507
303/337-3273



(AR, LA, NM, OK, TX)

Austin Office
8701 N. MoPac Expressway
Suite 200
Austin, TX 78759-8364
512/320-1850



(IA, IL, IN, MI, MN, MO, OH, WI, WV)

Chicago Office
300 Knightsbridge Parkway 
Suite 300
Lincolnshire, IL 60069-9498
847/634-2560

Lansing Office
1001 Centennial Way
Suite 400
Lansing, MI 48917-8249
517/327-5919

Columbus Office
700 Taylor Road
Suite 210
Gahanna, OH 43230-3318
614/470-9828



(CT, MA, ME, NH, NJ, NY, PA, RI, VT)

Boston Office
144 Turnpike Road
Suite 370
Southborough, MA 01772-2121
508/229-0111



(AL, DC, DE, FL, GA, 
KY, MD, MS, NC, SC, TN, VA)

Atlanta Office
3355 Lenox Road NE
Suite 320
Atlanta, GA 30326-1332
404/231-1952

Tallahassee Office
1315 East Lafayette Street
Suite A 
Tallahassee, FL 32301-4757
850/878-2729




