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ADMISSIONS SCORES DECLINE AS MORE STUDENTS ARE ADMITTED BY
TIER

Chicago, IL — This year average admissions scores at nearly all Selective
Enrollment High Schools declined — and some fell dramatically. Lane Tech, Young,
Payton, and Northside saw declines of 12, 10, 8, and 6 points respectively. This decline
comes after years of successive and often significant point increases.

This decrease in scores was precipitated by a change in CPS’ admissions policy.
In November 2010, CPS changed the admissions formula from a 40%/60% Rank/Tier
mix to a 30%/70% Rank/Tier mix. Students are admitted in the Rank category if they
have the highest scores, regardless of their socio-economic Tier; while students in Tiers
are admitted on the basis of their scores in comparison with other students in that Tier.
This change effectively increased the percentage of students admitted in each Tier from
15% to 17.5%. While the scores of Tier 3 and Tier 4 students admitted to the most
competitive schools increased or were flat, this was more than offset by an increased
number of students from Tiers 1 and 2 with lower admissions scores.

Students in Tier 3 and Tier 4 needed to get perfect or nearly perfect admissions
scores to get into the most competitive schools. At Northside, for example, the average
score of an admitted Tier 4 student was 892 and for a Tier 3 student it was 889 on the 900
point admissions scale. The average score of an admitted student in Tier 4 at Payton was
892 and for a Tier 3 student it was 884. Effectively, Tier 3 and 4 students seeking
admissions to these schools needed to get in the top 5% on both their 7" and 8™ grade
tests — and of course all A’s in 7" grade.

Additionally, the change in admissions policy made it possible for students with
lesser academic records than in previous years to be admitted to Selective Enroliment
High Schools. The lowest score of an admitted student declined across all schools, but
this decline was particularly dramatic for the most competitive schools. Last year the
lowest score of an admitted student at Lane Tech was 736, but this year it was 688 (-48

points). At Northside last year the lowest score was 850; this year it fell 58 points to 792.



At Payton last year it was 855, and this year it was 806 (-49 points). At Whitney Young
last year it was 818, while this year it was 784 (-34 points).

According to Matthew Greenberg, partner of educational services firm
SelectivePrep, “Where a student lives is playing an increasing role in whether he or she is
admitted to a top Selective Enrollment High School. This means that a student needs to
focus intently on those factors he/she can control.” He added, “While straight A’s in 7"
grade are mandatory for students targeting the more competitive schools, the margin for
error in test scores has narrowed for students from higher Tiers. Students need to aim for
superior scores on both the Seventh Grade Standardized Test and the Selective

Enrollment Entrance Exam.”

Figure 1. Selective Enrollment Admissions Scores (10-11 through 11-12)

10-11 11-12 year to year
average average change in
admissions admissions point total
score score
Brooks College Prep 775 764 -11
Jones College Prep 854 859 +5
King College Prep 731 712 -19
Lane Tech 815 803 -12
Lindblom Math & 725 736 +11
Science Academy
Northside College 887 881 -6
Prep
Payton College Prep 888 880 -8
Westinghouse 754 752 -2
Young 868 858 -10

About SelectivePrep

SelectivePrep was founded by test prep veterans with over 25 years of test
preparation experience — and extensive backgrounds in both classroom teaching and
curriculum development. SelectivePrep offers the only classroom program that prepares
students for both of the standardized tests needed to gain admission to a Selective
Enrollment High School and the Academic Center Admissions Test. SelectivePrep knows
what it takes to train and motivate students who are intent upon gaining admission to one

of the nine Chicago Selective Enrollment High Schools or one of six Academic Centers.



SelectivePrep’s programs provide a thorough and rigorous review of test content, so
students can approach these competitive admissions processes with confidence.

For additional information and registration go to www.selectiveprep.com or call
(312) 409-8411.
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